
 

 

 

 

Mulishani! 

Wow, where has the last month gone? The program has 

been in full swing and we even managed to have a 

weekend away for ‘marriage time’. So here’s the 

latest... 
 

Breaking news 
Shock of all shocks (and praise of course to God!) our 

boxes finally arrived on 

the evening of Thursday 

11th Feb. We had a phone 

call to say they’d arrived 

in Ndola and had to pick 

them up immediately. We 

arrived to find a huge 

lorry (approx 15m in 

length) pulled up and our boxes dumped next to it on 

the pavement. Thankfully we had both vehicles and the 

boxes only just squeezed in them, so the timing couldn’t 

have been much better. The Hilux 

arrived on Tuesday the week 

before and there’s no way we 

could have collected them 

without it. Thankfully all items 

arrived intact and are already 

proving to be incredibly useful!   
 

Hope you’re holding on to your 

seats for this next announcement! The landcruiser, 

after 5 long weeks of waiting, is now fully registered 

and last Friday (19th) it proudly donned its plates for the 

first time. Woop woop! Needless to say since then we 

have not been asked for our insurance or driving 

licenses!   

 

 

St Anthony’s 
Being fully mobile and having all our resources we’ve 

been able to do some of the projects that were on our 

hearts before we left the UK. As the pictures will 

hopefully show, the toys and paints which were in our 

boxes are proving invaluable. The kids love the toys and 

last week we started to paint murals on the walls of the 

new cerebral palsy accommodation. With money 

donated for use at St Anthony’s we hope to see this 

facility completed, new mattresses bought and the kids 

moved in.  The team are thoroughly enjoying spending 

time at the orphanage and so we’ve been able to make 

extra trips there during the week when possible. Sister 

Philomena (the Italian nun who oversees St Anthony’s) 

is delighted with our help!  

Gemma says... 
The beauty of 

power cuts is that 

we regularly have 

candlelit dinners 

for 8. The problem 

is that seeing 

clearly is an issue 

and wax is hot. 

After dinner last 

week I was 

carrying a 

candle so that I 

could see in the 

pitch dark. I 

walked into our 

room, as I pushed 

the door a bit of 

wax dripped onto 

my hand. It 

made me jump. 

What I didn’t 

realise was that 

as I was going 

through the door, 

so was a frog. 

Let’s just say that 

the frog is a lot 

thinner now and 

it’s heart no 

longer beats. For 

reference: frogs 

make a gooey 

mess on your 

shoe. 

More seriously... 

I’ve continued 

teaching the 

cerebral palsy 

kids at St 

Anthony’s, which 

is easier some 
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days than others. But the hours I spent  in 

the autumn term downloading things from 

‘sparklebox’ (a teacher’s website for those 

who have no idea – tis very useful!) and 

laminating them were worth it and the 

resources are proving very useful indeed! 

 

I have also been overseeing the team’s 

project with orphans at Lifeline. We have 

only had two sessions so far, but they have 

gone down well. The kids seem to have a 

great morning with us. In April we plan to 

take a group of orphans (with some Lifeline 

volunteers) 

camping at 

Nsobe Game 

Camp where 

there is 

canoeing, 

fishing, BBQs 

etc etc. (Tim 

and I also went to Nsobe last weekend. 

Where not only was it good to relax and 

have time for just each other, but we also 

discovered that it is of HUGE importance 

that the SAQ tents are waterproofed before 

expedition!!! Thankfully there was a shelter 

where we managed to move the tent out of 

the rain and where we saw a monkey fall 

from the roof....but that’s another story). 

 

We have also been 

out visiting with 

Lifeline. This last 

week we were 

distributing health 

packs. Most of the 

people we saw looked relatively healthy 

despite having HIV, 

however we did pray for 

a little boy called Elias 

(see picture) who we are 

afraid may not see 

many more days.   

 

God has been 

challenging me about 

going deeper with Him 

and about living a life of thanksgiving and 

praise. I have a lot to be thankful for! 

Tim says... 
I also like the candle-lit nights but had a bit 

of a scare the other night when we heard 

screaming coming from the lounge during a 

power cut and my first thought was that one 

of the students had caught fire! Thankfully 

that wasnõt the case but the truth was still 

pretty frightening ð a HUGE rat had 

somehow found its way into the building and 

was terrorising the place ð this thing was 

bigger than a rabbit! We arrived in the lounge 

seeing the two Daves chasing it with a giant 

saucepan and the girls almost climbing the 

walls! Since then we have also had a snake 

slither out of our sofa (we think it was a 

spitting cobra) and so are seriously 

considering carrying big sticks with us in 

future black outs and not just candles. 
 

I was really 

delighted to 

unpack all our 

boxes and it was 

great to give 

pastor Albert and 

his wife the clothes we promised them so long 

ago.  They have already sold / been asked to 

set aside clothes 

totalling 900,000 

kwacha (Approx 

£110) which is a 

good 2 months 

wages.  I am 

hoping to do hut-to-hut evangelism with 

pastor Albert this week as we now have bikes to 

use in the bush ð amazing! 

 

Last week I gave a lecture on fasting to try 

and encourage our students as they prepare 

for their first expedition next month.  I am 

looking forward to doing more teaching and 

preaching in the coming months. 



Other News 
The team has continued to grow in confidence and are 

particularly enjoying work at St Anthony’s and the 

orphan projects with Lifeline. We had our first PI’s 

(personal interviews) at the beginning of the month. 

Some were tough, particularly for Gemma with the girls,  

as attitudes and some areas of discipline had to be 

addressed. Although there is still some way to go this 

seems to have had a positive impact on team life and 

interactions. Please continue to pray about this for us as 

we seek to lead the team by example, with wisdom and 

integrity . 

 

The Kaniki Cup final is this Saturday. We are hosting the 

evening presentation where the gospel will be shared 

and prizes given, also not forgetting plenty of cake and 

coke (in glass bottles – tastes so much better!!) for the 

players and their managers. Again we’re so thankful our 

boxes came as most of the prizes were packed in them. 
 

The SAQ team 

didn’t do too well 

in their matches. As 

we only have four 

lads we joined with 

the KBC students to 

make a team, 

which was fun and helped build relationships with 

them. Dave H and Michael did a fantastic job of 

refereeing/lines-manning, the competition wouldn’t 

have gone quite so smoothly without them. 

 

A Rough Calendar 
Not long now until we head out on our first expedition 

– which you will hear about in our next newsletter. On 

Monday 8th March we’re heading off to Chingola to 

work with Pastor Barry Ilunga. We should be helping to 

finish building a retreat centre (which is designed to 

generate income for Barry’s other ministries), handing 

out health packs (to be assembled next week 

containing; cough medicine, malaria treatment, salt and 

sugar (for rehydration), paracetamol, laundry soap, 

medicated body soap and face cloths) and teaching the 

people on how to effectively use the contents of each 

pack. Our concern is to help stop easily preventable 

illness causing life-long damage – for example; a high 

temperature with fever and dehydration in a young 

child is believed to be one cause of cerebral palsy. 

We will return to KBC on Wednesday 24th March. 

 

The team plan to head to Zanzibar on Tuesday 30th for 

10 days. We are planning to stay around KBC although 

may try to go camping in the bush for a couple of days. 

 

As a whole team we are heading to Nsobe with Lifeline 

orphans for a couple of nights in the week of the 12th 

April. John and Grace Miles will be with us the following 

week. And then once again we’re with Lifeline in the 

week of the 26th April, although this time heading to 

their remote project out in the bush in Ngabwe for 2/3 

nights. We have to cross a river by pontoon to get 

there! This will be followed by expedition prep as we 

will be heading out on expedition 2 to Malawi on 

Monday 3rd May.  So as you can see it’s going to be 

pretty busy! 

 

Thank you for all your emails, letters and packages – 

they are greatly appreciated and we’d love you to keep 

them coming ;-) Seriously though, it’s great to hear 

from home! 

 

With love and best wishes 

 

Tim and Gemma x 

 

Prayer Points 

o Thank God for the arrival of our 

boxes and one set of number-plates. 

o Thank God for good health (Other 

people have noticed and commented 

on how fit and healthy we are!) 

o Pray that  the  registration of  the 

Hilux will be completed ASAP. 

o Pray for the team (as mentioned) 

o Pray for us as we lead ς for wisdom, 

discernment, to be used by God for 

His glory. 

o Pray for continued protection as we 

travel on Expedition 1. 

o tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǘ {ǘ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅΩǎ 

and our work with them. 

Contact Us 
 

Soapbox African Quest 
Kaniki Bible College 

PO Box 250092 
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tim.gemma@gmail.com 
 

Tim ς 0026 0969 718568 
Gemma ς 0026 0969 774013 
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